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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
have my votes recorded on the House floor on
Monday, February 2, 2015. Weather across
the Midwest delayed my flight to Washington,
DC until after votes had been called. Had |
been present, | would have voted in favor of
H.R. 361, H.R. 615, and H.R. 623.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, on February 2,
2015, | missed recorded votes #51-53 due to
weather-related travel delays.

I would like to reflect how | would have
voted if | were present:

On Roll Call #51, | would have voted YEA
(Passage of H.R. 361, the Medical Prepared-
ness Allowable Use Act).

On Roll Call #52, | would have voted YEA
(Passage of H.R. 615, the Department of
Homeland Security Interoperable Communica-
tions Act).

On Roll Call #53, | would have voted YEA
(Passage of H.R. 623, the Social Media Work-
ing Group Act of 2015).

————

CONGRATULATING KNOX COLLEGE

FOR INCLUSION IN THE 2014
PRESIDENT’S HIGHER EDU-
CATION COMMUNITY SERVICE
HONOR ROLL

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Knox College in Galesburg, llli-
nois, on being part of the 2014 President’s
Higher Education Community Service Honor
Roll, the highest federal award that an edu-
cational institution can receive for its commit-
ment to community service.

Knox College was one of four finalists in the
Economic Opportunity Category of the honor
roll. KnoxCorps works with the Galesburg
Community Foundation to place students and
recent graduates with local nonprofits that help
promote economic stability and vitality in
Galesburg. One student club on campus,
Blessings in a Backpack, collected and distrib-
uted food donations to more than 150 school
children throughout the community. Knox Col-
lege has also partnered with the FISH Food
Pantry. The food pantry trains students to de-

sign their own service projects to help elimi-
nate food insecurity in their community.

These are just a few of the many ways
Knox College has worked diligently to better
its surrounding community through innovative
programs. This marks the fifth time in six
years that Knox has been recognized on the
President’'s Higher Education Community
Service Honor Roll.

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to recognize Knox Col-
lege for its outstanding commitment to service
and thank its students, faculty and alumni for
making the Galesburg community a better
place.

—

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, inclement
weather hindered my travel to Washington on
February 2. Consequently | missed several
votes in the House of Representatives.

| would like to submit how | intended to vote
had | been present:

On Roll Call 51, the motion to suspend the
rules and pass H.R. 361, | would have voted
YEA.

On Roll Call 52, the motion to suspend the
rules and pass H.R. 615, | would have voted
YEA.

On Roll Call 53, the motion to suspend the
rules and pass H.R. 623, | would have voted
YEA.

THE GLOBAL MAGNITSKY HUMAN
RIGHTS ACCOUNTABILITY ACT:
HOLDING PERPETRATORS AC-
COUNTABLE

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on
Friday my colleague Mr. MCGOVERN and | in-
troduced the Global Magnitsky Human Rights
Accountability Act.

In November of 2012, almost every Member
of this House voted for the forerunner of this
legislation, the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law
Accountability Act of 2012, which was included
in Public Law 112-208. The 2012 law focused
on perpetrators in a single country, Russia,
and authorized and required the President to
list and sanction individuals who the President
determined was responsible for the detention,
abuse, and death of Sergei Magnitsky, as well
as other gross violations of human rights.

This law sent a strong message of personal
responsibility by targeting bad actors, publicly
naming and shaming individuals who commit
horrific abuses.

My new bill builds on these provisions and
expands the law globally. It requires the Presi-

dent to determine when foreign persons are
complicit in egregious, internationally recog-
nized human rights abuses or major acts of
corruption; and then prohibits them from com-
ing to the United States, remaining in the U.S.
if they are already here, or owning property in
our country. Further, my bill will require the
administration to publish their names in an an-
nual “Global Magnitsky List” unless there is a
compelling, national security reason not to.

Mr. Speaker, | think we can all agree that
the U.S. should not provide refuge for those
who commit human rights abuses. We can
and should take away the privilege of U.S.
visas that afford a measure of respectability as
well as a quick exit for those who worry daily
that they may be held accountable for their
crimes against their countrymen. This bill will
help bring human rights victims some justice,
and deny perpetrators the respectability, mo-
bility, and wealth they crave.

Specifically, the bill | introduced Friday ex-
pands and strengthens the Magnitsky law in
several key ways, and keeps some of its key
provisions:

Like the Magnitsky law, it authorizes and re-
quires the President to sanction perpetrators
of human rights violations, rather than simply
allowing him to do so.

The bill prioritizes violations against people
who “seek to expose illegal activity carried out
by government officials; or to obtain, exercise,
defend, or promote internationally recognized
human rights and freedoms, such as the free-
doms of religion, expression, association, and
assembly, and the rights to a fair trial and
democratic elections,” but it also allows for the
sanctioning of individuals for heinous human
rights abuses against other victims.

It requires the President to issue an annual
report—on December 10th, Human Rights
Day—with the names of persons who have
been sanctioned or were removed from sanc-
tions over the previous year, providing Con-
gress and the public with the opportunity to re-
view the implementation and impact of the
Magnitsky List and to discuss who is or should
be on the List.

If the President decides to include a sanc-
tioned person in the classified section of the
annual Global Magnitsky List for national se-
curity reasons, he will be required to list their
country of citizenship and the number of peo-
ple sanctioned from each country. This infor-
mation will give us a better understanding of
whether particular countries with many known
perpetrators are being overlooked.

As introduced, the Global Magnitsky Act will
also require an independent audit by the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office to ensure the
provisions are being implemented effectively,
efficiently, and as Congress intended.

| urge my colleagues to help us continue the
legacy of Sergei Magnitsky—the brave man
for whom this bill is nhamed—and cosponsor
this legislation. Murderers and torturers, and
their money, are not welcome in this country.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T16:11:36-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




